                                                 Secretary’s Report 2013-2014
I welcome you to the AGM. In this report I present overview of yearly activities. The details are as follows:
Tournaments

Following tournaments were held under the auspices of Bridge Association (U.P.) –

1. 43rd UP State Championship at Lucknow 2013
2. Rajjan Agarwal Memorial at Allahabd 2014

3. Sir Padmapat Singhania Memorial Bridge Tournament at Kanpur 2014
      4.   Seth Sriniwas Lohia Memorial Bridge Tournament at Kanpur 2014
      5.   Invitational Tournament at Meerut 2014
DN Rastogi Memorial tournament could not take place due to lack of suitable dates.

Inter State Championship 2013

It’s a matter of pride for Bridge Association (U.P.) that BFI had given us the opportunity to hold Inter State Championship 2013 at Varanasi. The entire credit of holding this prestigious event goes to Kr Vijayanand Singh , our President, who has left no stone unturned in making the championship a grand success. Varanasi Bridge Association led by Sri BC Bose also deserves credit for successful conduct of the championship. As host association we got to field  6 teams in the duplicate event and 10 entries in Agarwala pairs.  The event took place from August 22-25, 2014 at Benares Club. It gives me immense pleasure to write that 3 UP teams made it to quarter finals and one reached finals only to finish runners up. Though the event was 

a success, last minute decision by BFI to not let sponsor team play left us short of funds so Bridge Association (U.P.) had to chip in with Rs 50000 to BFI. We are grateful to Sri Mohit Mehta for letting us keep half the sposnsorship amount despite not playing. We are also grateful to Sri Sarthak Behuria for sponsoring via Godfrey Philips.
Trophies
Since 2013 two new trophies have been introduced. Kr Vijayanand Singh’s family has come forward kindly to institute the duplicate trophy in the name of Late Kr Krishnanad Prasad Singh, Kr Saheb’s father. The sponsorship amount goes up from Rs 10000 to Rs 25000. The other new trophy is instituted by Sri Arvind Prasad in memory of his father Late Sri Madhava Prasad. This trophy would be given to Swiss league winners of UP State duplicate event. The sponsorship amount is Rs 10000. Pairs trophy continues to be sponsored by Sri Deepak Kothiwal in memory of his father late Sri JS Kothiwal. The sponsorship amount has been increased to Rs 10000 from 2013 onwards.
VK Chaube Trophy

This trophy instituted by Chaube family goes to highest masterpoint grosser in a calendar year. The winner gets the trophy and Rs 5000/-. The runners up and third position holders get Rs 3000/- and Rs 2000/-. The 2013 winner is Sri Pradeep Singh. The second place goes to Kr Vijayanand Singh and the  third place has been grabbed by Sri BN Rastogi. This is Pradeep Singh’s third win in three consecutive years.
ACBLScore Workshop
BAUP successfully conducted a workshop of scoring software ACBLScore. The entire credit for this goes to Sri TC Pant who has kindly agreed to train our people. 9 persons ( 2 each from Allahabad & Varanasi, 1 from Kanpur, 1 from Aligarh & 3 from Lucknow) attended the workshop on 22nd June, 2014 at Lucknow Club, Lucknow. We are also grateful to Lucknow Bridge Association for providing the venue and making tea arrangements for participants. We needed the skill enhancement of pairs scoring as apart from Lucknow & Kanpur the scoring is done manually at other centres.
Individual Achievements
Our players take part in most of the major tournaments in North India. Kr Vijayanand Singh and Pradeep ,who mostly play in the partnership, do not miss major tournaments and do well there also which is reflected in their fantastic performance in the VK Chaube trophy. The year’s most significant performance was UP team (Kr Vijayanand Singh, Indresh Agarwal, AK Sinha, BN Rastogi, Pradeep Singh) reaching finals of Inter State Championship at Varanasi. 2 other UP teams Amar Bose (Amar Bose, R Bhargava, S Bhattacharya, S Bose, A Tripathi, CM Singh) & Virendra Singh (Virendra Singh, Anil Bansal, SK Garg, Dr DC Gupta, BN Batra, SA Abbasi) also made it to the  QF in the Inter State Championship. In other achievements –  TP Khare of Lucknow won Nainital tournament with out of state players. Mukul Gupta’s team (Mukul Gupta, SA Abbasi, MA Khan, GN Mehrotra, NC Bhattacharya, NN Rastogi) made it to Semi Finals of Lohia tournament. Lucknow Green (TP Khare, SA Abbasi, NC Bhattacharya, GN Mehrotra, Anisul Haq) won Rajjan Agarwal Memorial at Allahabad. In pairs RK Shukla & BK Agarwal won pairs at Meerut invitational where Jus BP Singh & CP Agarwal finished runners up. CK Bhargava & Deepak Mitra won pairs in Rajjan Agarwal Memorial.  Last but not the least – current UP State duplicate winners are KDI, Moradabad (Pankaj Mehta, Kr Vijayanand Singh, Indresh Agarwal, AK Sinha, BN Rastogi, Pradeep Singh) and pairs winner are BN Rastogi & AK Sinha. 
Finances

The association’s finances are adequate.We have two  FDs which would mature in 2016 with amount close to Rs 300000/-.The increase in sponsorship amount from Trophies enables us to carry out various activities. 
Before I end I would like to  thank Kr Vijayanand Singh , our President, for his support & guidance. I seek cooperation from all of you to smoothly run the affairs of association without any prejudice to anyone.

Thanking You

Shantanu Rastogi 
